THE HOUSATONIC IN CONNECTICUT

A WILD AND SCENIC RIVER STUDY
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR: NATIONAL PARK SERVICE



As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the
Department of the Interior has responsibility for
most of our nationally owned public lands and natural
resources. This includes fostering the wisest use of
our land and water resources, protecting our fish and
wildlife, preserving the environmental and cultural
values of our national parks and historic places, and
providing for the enjoyment of 1ife through outdoor
recreation. The Department assesses our energy and
mineral resources and works to assure that their
development is in the best interests of all our people.
The Department also has a major responsibility for
American Indian reservation communities and for people

who Tive in Island Territories under U.S. administration.
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Jitic:  nela oy tne local towns ana citizeng nave peen upheld, alveltl ot frec
cost &nc dlsturbance of tranguility.

This has taken its toll, however, in fear and suspicion, even when wwarranted.
There has grown an illusion, for instance, that towns have full local control of
" the river right now; whereas in fact they do not, and never have.

I studied your Wild and Scenic report especially in this regard. I sincerely feel

- that the study team bas been very careful to stress the advisory nature of all
their proposals. I think they took care at every turn to stress the desire that
local people should do the administering, with state or federal particimation in
the back seat.

I believe that local control would really be gugmented, because there wou}d be a
delegation of powers to & river body by federal and state agencies in which the

powers to be delegated actually reside at present.

A1l this is hard to get across, and for that reason I repeat the need that you
cooperate to get as much time and/or time extension as iz possible.

I believe an added difficulty comes from the fact that the temporary river commis-
gion was not aware of the extent tec which enabling legislative action by the legis-
lature would be needed. Therefore, members of the legislature from Western Connec-
ticut were not enlisted early enough to draft the reguired enabling legislation.

“orneys of several towns, which appear to be sympathetic to Wild and Scenic 110
tus,, have pointed out that the ordinance as first presented might be unenforce-
aole, in the absence of required state legislation, The probsbility that such
legislation could be introduced in the 1979 session seems to me unlikely.

Under the circumstances, in addition to gaining time for action, the most useful
thing your agency can do is to do everything it can to gssure the public and the
various town officials that you intend to delegate powers as much as possible to
local towns,which they do not presently have, and that your policy is to stay
away from administration, except, cooperatively, at Lovers leap.

-

Sincerely,

G ekt fliit AL

Frederick Benedikt

(copies: Congressman Toby Moffett
Housatonic Valley Association
Lake Lillinonah Authority)




BrRUCE M. RiDGWAY
DIBBLE HILL ROAD
WEST CORNWALL, CONN. 06756

Mr. Jaed E. Sterk,

Netional Park Servige, Jan. 6, 1379
15 state ct.,

Boston, Mass. 08102

Desr ¥r. Stark:

I have found the Housatonic Eivar Study
wost interesting and feel sure it will be very useful to
the citizenry of the area as the towns in general and the
temporary Housatonic River Comwission in particulsar grapple
vith the best way to protect tne many ocutstenaing valuesg the
Housatonic gives us in the Northwest Corner.

However, taere are two points that, in the
interest of accursecy, I shuuld like to dra+ to vour attenticn.
One refers to the pppalachian Trail, which, of course, is now
also under tne jurisdiction of the National Parx Service.

On page 51 it is described as being in "close vieinity to

the Housatonic for 30 miles! and "on the east bank in Canasan”

and then on pages 36 and <2 the study says the AT Yperallels
the Housatonic for approximately S0 miles". In gotusl fact
it only goes siong tne Housztonic for several milegs on the
est bang in the northern section of Xent.

111

Alsoc on page 42 under "Criticsl Recresstiocnal
preastthe study mentions the Housgatonlic River Foad from
Boardmans PBridge to Geylordsville as & "dirt road parzllieling
a scenic stretch ofthe riverr. gfurely the dirt road north
from %est Cornwall along the east tank to Falls Villsage
town line would gualify equally wsll on all ypoints for
inclusion here.

May I &slsc express my supyort of the need for
coordination between the Northeast Utilities and the menage-
ment plan veing worked up by the temporary Housatonic River
Comumlssion ag set fortn on page 47.

Cincerely yoars,

EBruce M- Fl&-"\ BY ?
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